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READING COURSES 


KATHERINE BUHRMAN 
Reference Department, Illinois State Library 


Reading courses sponsored by the Illinois State Library have 
recently been revised and much enthusiasm has been displayed about 
them over the State. There has been a great increase in enrollment 
during this year. 

A reading course consists of a group of books that are designed to 
give a general survey of the subject. With this introduction the patron 
can continue his reading, if he likes, on more advanced and detailed 
phases. 

The courses on vocational topics, of which there are a number in 
this group, are compiled for the untrained, and the beginner in the 
trade or technical fields. They include, in so far as possible, non- 
technical, though accurate, titles. 

The Reading Course is a development of the adult education move- 
ment. The early courses sponsored by the State Library were arranged 
by the University of Illinois Library School—ten in number. These 
were published in 1921. In 1924 the American Library Association 
began publication of its Reading With a Purpose series, adding one 
course at a time. Credit toward a certificate has been given for these 
courses as well as those compiled by the State Library from time to 
time. 

The State Library added one course at a time until there were 
some sixty in their complete list. Many of these were arranged during 
the depression period. With the unemployed in mind, vocational and 
technical subjects were compiled for the man who wished to learn more 
about his work, or get some fundamental information on another field 
of endeavor. | 

Early in 1938 this list was completely revised and other new ones 
added, representing some seventy lists of recent, standard volumes. 

Since the recent revision of the Reading Courses there has been a 
great increase in requests for this service. Libraries over the State are 
requesting the lists for use as suggestive bibliographies, comprising a 
standard list of recent titles on the subject. They are found helpful in 
the Readers’ Adviser’s work. 

Twenty-seven certificates for completed Reading Courses have been 
issued since January, 1937. Eighteen of these were from the group, 
Reading With a Purpose, and nine from the group arranged by the IIli- 
nois State Library. Since the revision of the latter courses, by far the 
greater number of requests are for this group. 

The Reading Course, Ears to hear, on Music Appreciation, has 
been especially popular this last year. Various study groups, as the 
National Youth Administration, have used these titles as a basis for 
class study. 

The popularity of the Courses on Correct English, Personality de- 
velopment and Psychology, indicate a strong tendency toward self- 
improvement. 


(Printed by authority of the State of Illinois) 
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The creative professions such as Short-story writing, Journalism, 
Salesmanship, Interior decoration, Costume Design and Illustration, etc. 


are always in demand. 


The technical courses are proving of help to the man just begin- 
ning his work in a vocational or technical field, such as Machine Shop 
Practice, Aeronautics, or Diesel Engineering. 

The greatest value of the courses is the direction they give to the 
individual seeking to add to his education through planned reading. 


BOOKLISTS AND BOOKNOTES 


INTERNATIONAL MIND ALCOVE 


These books, as well as others which have 
been given to the International Mind Al- 
cove by the Carnegie Corporation, are 
available from the Illinois State Library: 


Adult 
Loewenstein Conquest of the past; an 
autobiography 
Miller Cruising the Mediterranean 
Roberts The house that Hitler built 
Strode South by Thunderbird 
Juvenile 
Brock High in the mountains 
Maxwell When Marius was ten 
Petersham The story book of rice 
Rosanov The adventures of Misha 
Wilson About Ricco 


The fascinating history of cartography— 
from the beginnings of scientific map mak- 
ing among the ancient Greeks—is revealed 
for the first time in Official Map Publica- 
tions by Walter Thiele. This important 
volume, requiring several years of study 
and research, was prepared under the direc- 
tion of A. F. Kuhlman, director of Nash- 
ville’s Joint University Libraries, and pub- 
lished late in May by the American Li- 
brary Association, Chicago. 

The evolution of the modern map is 
traced from the earliest remaining example, 
a small circular map of late Babylonian 
origin (circa 500 B. C.) to the topographic 
maps of today. Ptolemy (90-168 A. D.), 
who was far in advance of his predecessors, 
is acknowledged to be one of the founders 
of cartography as a modern science. Dr. 
Thiele’s historical sketch brings the story of 
map making up to contemporary times. 

Part II of Official Map Publications is 
devoted to government maps and mapping 
services. Described are the various depart- 
ments, bureaus, and agencies of the United 
States Government which provide mapping 
service: (1) the primary agencies such as 
the Geological Survey, the Coast and 


Geodetic Survey, the Great Lakes Survey; 
(2) the secondary agencies including the 
Bureau of Chemistry and Soils, Forest 
Service, Bureau of Public Roads, Soil Con- 
servation Service, Federal Power Commis- 
sion, General Land Office, Office of Indian 
Affairs, Bureau of Reclamation, Hydro- 
graphic Office, War Department; (3) and 
incidental mapping agencies, the Bureau of 
Agricultural Economics, Bureau of Air 
Commerce, Bureau of the Census, National 
Park Service, Bureau of Aeronautics, Mili- 
tary Intelligence Division, and others. Map 
publications made available by the bureaus 
and offices of each government department 
are listed in detail. 

Official map publications of Canada, 
Great Britain and Germany are fully out- 
lined; the present status of topographic 
mapping in Latin America is discussed; 
and summaries presented for map publica- 
tions of Austria, Hungary, Netherlands, and 
Norway. 

In addition there is a brief chapter on 
general principles of classification, catalog- 
ing, and care of maps; tentative map classi- 
fication outlines by subject and by areas; 
lists of state, local, and regional map 
sources; and a list of international maps. 
The book is fully indexed. 


Miss Ruth Hughes, librarian of the Pub- 
lic Library at Freeport, tells us she has an 
extra copy of the “Book of Life;” “Chamb- 
ers’ Encyclopedia” and Larned’s “History 
of Ready Reference” (1901) and would like 
to communicate with any library interested 
in obtaining any of these items. 


“‘Newbery and Caldecott Awards,” new 
four-page leaflet published by the A. L. A., 
lists the 17 Newbery books to date and the 
Caldecott book which received the new 
award this year for the first time. The 
lists are now available and requests for a 
single copy or copies for distribution should 
be sent to Everett O. Fontaine, Chief, Pub- 
lishing Department, American Library As- 
sociation, 520 North Michigan Avenue, 
Chicago, Illinois. 
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May we call your attention to: 
The Geography of Reading by Louis R. 
Wilson. 

A picture of the library and the extent 

of library development as correlated with 

that of other social and cultural forces. 

(A. L. A. 1938.) 

The Public Library—a people’s university 
by Alvin S. Johnson. 

A stimulating book in which the author 
defines the work of a library that he con- 
siders educational in nature, points out 
why the library is a logical agency for a 
significant adult educational program and 
points out some of the obstacles to be 
overcome. (American Association for 
Adult Education, 1938.) 


BOOK WEEK 1938 
November 13-19. 
“New Books—New Worlds.” 


Two leaflets “Free Books for Illinois 
Readers” and “Picture Collection” issued 
by the Illinois State Library have recently 
been revised and are now available free on 
request. 


GEOGRAPHIC NEWS BULLETINS 


The National Geographic Society of 
Washington, D. C., announces that publica- 
tion of its illustrated Geographic News Bul- 
letins for teachers will be resumed early in 
October. 

These bulletins are issued weekly, five 
bulletins to the weekly set, for thirty weeks 
of the school year. They embody pertinent 
facts for classroom use from the stream of 
geographic information that pours daily 
into The Society’s headquarters from every 
part of the world. The bulletins are illus- 
trated from The Society’s extensive file of 
geographic photographs. 

Teachers are requested to apply early for 
the number of these bulletins desired. 
They are obtainable only by teachers, 
librarians, and college and normal school 
students. The bulletins are issued as a 
service, not for financial profit, by the Na- 
tional Geographic Society as a part of its 
program to diffuse geographic information. 
They give timely information about bound- 
ary changes, exploration, geographic de- 
velopments, new industries, costumes and 
customs, and world progress in other lands. 
Applications should be sent to McFall 
Kerbey, Chief of School Service, National 
Geographic Society, Washington, D. C. 


THE NOTEBOOK 


AMONG LIBRARIANS 


Duncan, Orin V., was appointed, June 1, 
supervising project technician for WPA 
libraries in District No. 7, after the resigna- 
tion of Mrs. Carol C. Lind. 

Atherton, Mrs. Ara Kelly, was appointed 
supervising librarian of libraries in Madi- 
son and Macoupin Counties — the position 
formerly held by Mr. Duncan. 

McDonald, Mrs. Olive, was made libra- 
rian of the West Alton Public Library after 
the resignation of Mrs. Atherton. 

Lind, Mrs. Carol C., has been appointed 
to the staff of the Illinois State Historical 
Library. 

Smith, Annabel, formerly first assistant in 
the Circulation Department, University of 
Illinois Library, Urbana, has been ap- 
pointed Chief of the Circulation Records 
Department of the Illinois State Library. 

Kleist, Esther, librarian Proviso High 
School Library, Rockford, is working dur- 
ing the summer months at the Illinois State 
Library in compiling a list of books to be 
used as a basic list in the schools in the 
state. This list is compiled jointly by the 
State Library and the Department of Pub- 
lic Instruction and is to be ready for dis- 
tribution September 15. 

Leach, Nancy, has been appointed cata- 


loger at the Withers Public Library in 
Bloomington. 


ILLINOIS LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 
Membership List 


Changes 


Hostetter, Anita M., exec. asst. Bd. of edu- 
cation for librarianship A. L. A., Chicago, 
change to chief, Dept. of lib. educ. and 
personnel. 

Irwin, Florence, P. L., Peoria, change to 
Fisher, Mrs. Sanford D., In. P. L., Peoria 
Heights. 

New Members 

Bladel, Bessie A., In., Rock Island H. S. 
L., Rock Island. 

Bollenbacher, Bernice, In., Charleston H. S. 
L., Charleston. 

Hiatt, Dorothy, child. In. P. L., Jackson- 
ville. 

Lovrien, Marian, In., Sterling H. S. L., 
Sterling. 

McDiarmid, E. W., Univ. of Ill. L. Sc., 
Urbana. 

Montgomery, Ruth Ellen, In. P. L., 
Havana. 

Richards, Margaret, In. Pontiac Twp. H. S. 
L., Pontiac. 


ARKANSAS’ FIRST BOOKMOBILE 


On Wednesday, July 13th, Arkansas’ 
first bookmobile was dedicated in cere- 
monies held on the steps of the State 
Capitol in Little Rock and went into serv- 
ice to make books readily available for the 
thousands of rural residents of Pulaski 
County. A _ large and interested group 
watched Judge T. M. Mehaffy present the 
keys to the bookmobile to Governor Carl 
E. Bailey in appreciation for the state aid 
program for rural library development 
which was inaugurated under his adminis- 
tration and for the nation wide commenda- 
tion brought to Arkansas through his in- 
terest and activity on behalf of providing 
book service for the rural people of the 
State. 

The approximate cost of the bookmobile 
was $1,200.00. These funds were con- 
tributed by the Greater Little Rock Library 
Association; school children of the rural 
areas of the county; and by Pulaski County 
through the cooperation of Judge Burlin- 
game and the Quorum Court. Books are 
being made available through a grant from 
the Arkansas State Library Commission of 
$9,000.00. The capacity of the bookmobile 
is 500 volumes and a definite route has 
been worked out so that it will make regu- 
lar visits to all parts of the county. 

Since the bookmobile service was in- 
augurated two weeks ago, approximately 
2,500 books have been circulated. This is 
some indication of the enthusiastic recep- 
tion being given to the extension of library 
services into the rural areas. 

Miss Flora A. Ferrill, Home Demonstra- 
tion Agent for Pulaski County says, “We 
are all of one opinion that this is the big- 
gest thing that has ever happened to the 
rural people of Pulaski County, looking 
toward the betterment of rural life.” 


(Arkansas State Library Commission— 
Mimeographed Publication, No. 8.) 


HEARD AND SEEN AT THE A. L. A., 
CONFERENCE IN KANSAS CITY, 
MISSOURI 


The Caldecott Medal for the most dis- 
tinguished American picture book for chil- 
dren published in 1937, given this year for 
the first time, was awarded to Dorothy 
Lathrop, for her pictures in “Animals of 
the Bible.” 

The John Newbery Medal for the most 
distinguished contribution to children’s lit- 
erature in 1937 was awarded to Kate 
Seredy, for “The White Stag.” 

Frederic Melcher, editor of Publisher’s 
Weekly, is the donor of the Caldecott and 
Newbery awards, the Caldecott being 
offered this year for the first time. The 
Newbery award was first presented in 1922 
to Hendrik Van Loon for his “Story of 


Mankind.” Last year the Newbery winner 
was Ruth Sawyer, for “Roller Skates.” 

The Joseph W. Lippincott award for “‘the 
most outstanding contribution to librarian- 
ship” in 1935-36 went to Mary U. Roth- 
rock, supervisor of the library service of the 
Tennessee Valley Authority. 

Miss Rothrock, who was cited for her 
“rare vision and intelligence shown in or- 
ganizing a regional library service and re- 
lated adult education activities,” began her 
work with the TVA in 1933. Before that 
time she had been assistant in the New 
York State Library, head of the circulation 
department of the Cossitt Library in Mem- 
phis, Tenn., and librarian of the Lawson- 
McGhee Library in Knoxville. She has 
been a member of the A. L. A. Council, 
chairman of several important association 
committees, and president of the Tennessee 
Library Association, the Southeastern Li- 
brary Association and the East Tennessee 
Historical Association. Miss Rothrock is a 
Tennessian by birth. 

The James Terry White medal, for “no- 
table published writing, professional or 
otherwise” was given to Carleton B. Joeckel, 
of the Graduate Library School, Univer- 
sity of Chicago, for his ‘Government of the 
American Public Library.” 

Mr. Joeckel, who has been at the Uni- 
versity of Chicago since 1935, was pre- 
viously on the staff of the St. Louis Public 
Library, the University of California Li- 
brary and the Berkeley Public Library. He 
was also associate professor of library sci- 
ence at the University of Michigan. Dur- 
ing the World War he was captain in the 
363d Infantry. He is at present chairman 
of the A. L. A. Committee on Federal Re- 
lations. He was born in Wisconsin. 

Five librarians received honorable men- 
tion, in connection with the Lippincott 
award: 

Miss Margaret Mann, associate professor 
in the department of library science of the 
University of Michigan, “to whom the li- 
brary profession is deeply indebted for her 
notable contribution to the science of 
cataloging and the training of catalogers,” 

Leon Carnovsky, assistant professor in 
the Graduate Library School of the Univer- 
sity of Chicago, “for his work with dormi- 
tory libraries and the International House 
library of the University of Chicago, his 
compilation and distribution of the Inter- 
national House reading list, his work on the 
Chicago Library Club Survey, and his pub- 
lication record,” 

Paul Vanderbilt, superintendent of the 
Union Library Catalogue of the Philadel- 
phia Metropolitan Area, “for his organiza- 
tion of the Philadelphia union catalogue, an 
important contribution to library develop- 
ment,” 

Miss Jennie M. Flexner, readers’ adviser 
of the New York Public Library, “for the 
judgment and discrimination shown in or- 
ganizing and developing the work of a 
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readers’ adviser, and for her publication 
record in that field,” and 


Miss Nora Bateson, head of the History, 
Travel and Biography Department of the 
Enoch Pratt Free Library, Baltimore, “for 
her study and organization of library serv- 
ice for Prince Edward Island.” 

Both the Lippincott and White awards 
are given this year for the first time. The 
Lippincott award is the gift of Joseph W. 
Lippincott of Philadelphia, and consists of 
a certificate and $500. The White award is 
a medal given by James T. White of New 
York and named in honor of his grand- 
father. The Lippincott certificate carries 
with it a special epigrammatical inscription 
by Christopher Morley which, being the 
only one of its kind in existence, makes it 
a valuable collectors’ item. Mr. Lippin- 
cott’s plan is to have a different author in- 
scribe the certificate each year. 


Mrs. George H. Tomlinson, member of 
the board of directors for the Evanston 
public library, was elected chairman of the 
trustees section of the American Library 
association convention. 


Miss Helene H. Rogers, Superintendent 
Library Divisions, Illinois State Library, 
was elected Secretary-Treasurer of the Na- 
tional Association of State Libraries. Miss 
Rogers was also elected Chairman of the 
“State Associations and Editors of Bul- 
letins” group. 

On Saturday preceding the conference a 
group including rural sociologists, agricul- 
tural and home demonstration agents, rep- 
resentatives of such agencies and organiza- 
tions as State Departments of education, 
Farm Bureau, P. T. A., Citizen’s Library 
Committees and State Library leaders met 
and discussed the needs for books for rural 
people and their reading interests—later, 
the discussion was continued stressing ways 
to meet these needs including county and 
regional libraries, also state and federal aid. 


Nearly two thousand persons registered 
for the conference. Kansas City has 
earned a reputation of having disagreeably 
hot and sultry weather—but, we all were 
very much surprised to spend a delightfully 
pleasant and comfortably cool week there. 
The Municipal Auditorium which is only 
several blocks from any of the hotels was 
an ideal meeting place. There are plenty 
of small rooms for group meetings, easily 
accessible space for exhibits and the lobby 
and foyer were delightful places to meet 
friends. The decoration of the entire build- 
ing was an everlasting joy—not monotonous 
grays and buff but vivid blue, red, green 
with black and silver outlines—mirrors used 
so effectively and here and there surprise 
bits of decoration or painting. Indeed 
Kansas City can well be proud of its Audi- 


torium and we are ever grateful to Miss 
Irene Gentry, acting librarian of the Kansas 
City Public Library, for the genuine hos- 
pitality extended us. 


Our day was started each morning with 
attendance at the Publicity Clinic under 
the guidance of Margaret Quigley, (libra- 
rian, Mont Clair, New Jersey) who, in her 
very characteristic manner rather upset 
some of our pet ideas, that now as we look 
them over do seem a little moss covered. 
Yes, we came back to our desks planning 
to include a few different ideas in our pub- 
licity for the coming year. 


Federal aid and state aid, “Friends of 
Libraries” activities, County and Regional 
library plans and progress, work with chil- 
dren, micro-filming, Archives, Junior Mem- 
bers’ organizations in the various states and 
a score of other topics were discussed 
formally and informally. 

On Tuesday, a number of delegates—li- 
brarians, staff members, exhibitors and 
trustees—from libraries and firms in Illinois 
met together informally at a buffet luncheon 
at Hotel Phillips. The group numbered 62 
and all of us had an excellent opportunity 
to contact friends from home and renew 
acquaintance with trustees from libraries 
over our state. 


Officers elected for 1938-1939 are: 

President—Milton J. Ferguson, Chief Li- 

brarian, Brooklyn, New York; 

President-elect and First Vice-President— 
Ralph Munn, librarian, Carnegie Library, 
Pittsburg, Pa.; 

Second Vice-President — Sarah B. Askew, 
State Public Library Commission, New 
Jersey; 

Treasurer—Matthew S. Dudgeon, Librarian, 
Milwaukee, Wis. 


The conference in 1939 will be held in 
San Francisco in June. The exact date has 
not been decided. 


ARCHIVISTS’ CONFERENCE 


The second annual meeting of the Society 
of American Archivists will be held in 
Springfield, October 24 to 26, 1938. Head- 
quarters will be. at the Abraham Lincoln 
Hotel and all Illinois librarians are cordially 
invited to attend. The program will be of 
interest to librarians having local history 
and manuscript collections and will feature 
laboratory demonstrations and papers by 
outstanding American and Canadian spe- 
cialists. Program notes will be given in 
the next issue of Illinois Libraries. 
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RURAL AREA SERVICE 


As announced and developed by 
Charlotte Ryan, Superintendent Extension Division 


WPA LIBRARY INSTITUTE 


An instructive and informative two-day 
institute was held July 14-15 in Chicago, 
by the W. and P. Division, for the super- 
vising project technicians of the seven 
WPA districts in the State. I attended 
this institute and was very much interested 
in the general policies which were debated. 
From the Headquarters’s staff, Mrs. Clark- 
son gave an interesting discussion of per- 
sonnel policies to aid in ‘Selecting Rural 
Library Personnel,” and Mr. Fultz, of the 
Adult Education Division, spoke on a 
“Plan for Classes in English” to be given 
by correspondence, for the custodians of the 
rural libraries. ‘ 

The topic assigned to me for discussion 
was the “Responsibility of the Sponsor for 
the Rural Library Program.” 

The round table discussions were informal 
and a fresh line of attack was developed on 
some problems. 

On Friday afternoon the group attend- 
ing were taken for a tour of some of the 
very attractive WPA library centers in Dis- 
trict No. 2. 

Attending the conference were Mr. Ed- 
ward A. Chapman, Library Consultant at 
WPA Headquarters, Washington, who 
spoke on “National Significance of the 
Rural Library Program”; and Mr. Carl H. 
Milam, who spoke on the “Possibilities of 
the WPA Library Program from the point 
of view of the American Library Associa- 
tion.” 


IN WPA LIBRARY CENTERS 


Reports from District No. 2 show trans- 
fer of location of centers to larger and 
more attractive quarters—Lemont and 
Palos Park being so fortunate as to find 
new library homes in buildings which are 
now under construction. Lansing, after be- 
ing installed in a new location, reported 
quite a jump in circulation. Interesting 
plans for the summer reading of boys and 
girls were devised in Calumet City. Unique 
and original posters and displays added zest 
and interest to the summer program for 
the children. Library rules were relaxed, 
thereby permitting the withdrawal of more 
books by each borrower for summer read- 
ing. On the whole, the district reports a 
rise in circulation. 

From the 55 centers in District No. 5 
come reports of such varied and diverse in- 
terest that it is difficult to select items for 
publication in this column. Thebes is mak- 
ing a name for itself and has become quite 


a show-place for visitors to see. Miss Effie 
Lansden, librarian of the Cairo Public Li- 
brary, has been most generous to this center 
with her advice and assistance. Many 
centers report improvement in the physical 
set-up—Sesser, Belle Prairie, Ste. Marie, 
Golden Gate and Maunie being among 
those so reporting. A recent report shows 
a circulation of 26,777 in all centers. Dis- 
trict No. 5 operates definitely on a rural 
basis and receives a great deal of support 
and cooperation from county supervisors. 

On June 6 Mr. Orin V. Duncan took over 
the duties of Supervising Project Techni- 
cian for Libraries in District No. 7. At the 
expiration of the project covering this dis- 
trict, four thousand dollars worth of books 
were ordered from surplus funds. In addi- 
tion to this, over a thousand dollars was 
allotted from the Women’s and Professional 
Division. Thus, this project, upon its re- 
newal, has the advantage of a great many 
new books. Mr. J. Lyon Woodruff, libra- 
rian of the East St. Louis Public Library, 
has been very helpful and has offered the 
use of a room at the library for the in- 
voicing and preparation of all these new 
books which are coming. 

An interesting division of the work in 
District No. 7 assigns two county supervis- 
ing librarians to the opening and develop- 
ing of stations and two more to the work 
of improving existing stations. Most 
centers report improvement in the physical 
set-up. 

Summer reading plans and story hours 
are being undertaken in most of the 
centers. 

Approval for the opening of centers has 
recently been given for: 


District No. 1: 
Carroll County—Shannon. 
Jo Daviess County—Scales Mound. 
Ogle County—Chana. 


District No. 4: 


Bond County—Panama. 

Champaign County—Sadorus and Tolono. 
DeWitt County—Waynesville. 

Fayette County—Brownstown. 


District No. 6: 


Morgan County—Franklin. 
Pike County—Kinderhook. 


CERTIFICATES 


Librarians who are interested in either 
obtaining, or renewing, or advancing the 
rank of their certificates, will please com- 
municate either with Miss Thelma Van 
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Ness, Withers Public Library, Bloomington, 
or with Dr. P. L. Windsor, Librarian Uni- 
versity of Illinois, Urbana. Early this fall 
there will be scheduled a meeting of the 
Certification Board, and action will be 
taken on all requests on the docket at that 
time. 


PWA AID FOR BUILDING OR 
REMODELING LIBRARIES 


Library Boards planning improvements 
to their buildings or new structures will be 
interested to know that PWA does still par- 
ticipate in the construction of library build- 
ings, provided the application is submitted 
by a public body. In cases where the 
library is endowed by private funds, a for- 
mal application for PWA aid cannot be 
accepted. 

The best procedure for obtaining full in- 
formation is to write to G. L. Rounds, 
Assistant Regional Director, PWA, 1701-20 
North Wacker Drive, Chicago, asking for a 
copy of PWA Form 230. This bulletin is 
a part of every agreement between an ap- 
plicant and the Government, whether a 
project is on a Grant-Only or a Loan-and- 
Grant basis. 


HIGHLIGHTS OF N. Y. A. 


An interesting project under way in Dis- 
trict No. 1 is the preparation of visual aid 
material for schools. N. Y. A. youths will 
cut and print sets of wood, numeral, flash, 
and picture cards which will be distributed 
to such schools in the District as wish to 
use this method of instruction. The book- 
mending and magazine projects are hand- 
ling an increasing supply of work. An 
adult education program for the Italian 
residents was initiated at the Cherry Li- 
brary. 

The operation of the book binding proj- 
ect at Joliet is the greatest contribution 
that District No. 2 makes to the state-wide 
program of the N. Y. A. This has turned 
out a great deal of work in the past month. 

District No. 4 reports increased opera- 
tion of bindery projects at Casey, Mattoon, 
Hillsboro and Panama. Arrangements were 
made for the Clark County Bookmobile to 
continue serving the county by different 
routes during the summer while the schools 
are closed. The Bookmobile itself under- 
went reconditioning and repair and was 
decorated with a new and attractive sign. 
St. Mary’s Hospital (Decatur) extension 
service is expanding into the new addition 
of the hospital building. The book stock 
on hand is to be supplemented with about 
500 volumes of fiction, travel and biography. 

In District No. 5 two C. C. C. Camps 
were assisted in the class work by gifts of 
textbooks from the N. Y. A. Book Bindery 
at Herrin. The five reading rooms at Mul- 
keytown, Colp, Cambria, Gorham and 


Hurst report a good circulation, as do the 
three deposit stations at Omaha, Equality 


and Brookport. The story hour proves 
popular at Benton. 

One outstanding accomplishment in Dis- 
trict No. 6 was the Share-a-book drive 
which netted 1100 books. The disposition 
of these books was determined by a com- 
mittee composed of Miss Pauline Water- 
man; W. Curtis Wynn, librarian of the 
Galesburg Public Library; H. W. Stotts, 
Boy Scouts Camp Director; and Miss Nel- 
lie McCools, librarian of St. Mary’s Hos- 
pital, Galesburg. 

District No. 7 reports the activity of 
book repair projects and the encouraging 
development of library service at St. 
Mary’s Hospital, East St. Louis. 


REMEMBER THE DATE! 


The Illinois Library Association will hold 
the 1938 annual conference in Springfield 
during the last week in October at the 
Abraham Lincoln Hotel. The theme of the 
conference will be “The small library and 
it’s problems.” 


WE LOOK TO THE FUTURE 


Throughout the last ten years it has be- 
come increasingly apparent to trustees of 
small libraries that something must be done 
about their diminishing incomes. The 
small libraries have such small taxing units 
upon which to draw that their strength and 
vitality are entirely consumed in the strug- 
gle for existence. Authorities say that a 
population of four thousand is the smallest 
unit possible for effective library service, 
yet we know of many communities 
throughout the State of less than four 
thousand whose libraries are rendering very 
good service on an extremely low income. 
In the struggle for existence the first idea 
that occurs is to seek ways and means of 
augmenting the income. 

If the legal limit is not being levied, the 
first step taken is to levy the full amount 
allowed by the law, if that can be managed. 
More often than not the income thus pro- 
vided is still found to be inadequate for the 
type of complete service the trustees wish 
to render their communities. 

Another method of augmenting income 
which trustees frequently resort to is that 
of seeking bequests, donations and endow- 
ments. This is often a fruitful method and 
we find some libraries in the State whose 
inadequate income from taxes are thus in- 
creased to such proportions as enable them 
to give most effective service. However, 
the large majority are not so fortunate in 
this respect, and must depend largely on 
their income from taxes. 

What, then, is the next step? Shall we 
ask for an increase in the tax rate when at 
present much taxation is under protest? It 
is true that it will take time for people at 
large to become gradually accustomed to 
the idea of increased taxation. But is there 
not a better solution for our problem at 


hand? Instead of increasing taxes can we could benefit if library service was es- 
not enlarge the taxing unit and by so doing tablished in the rural area adjacent to 
may we not even lower the tax rate? your home. 


Instead of thinking in terms of cities, 
villages, towns and townships, can we not 
think of the larger unit—the county? It is 
true that many small libraries give most 
exceptional library service but if they were nounced at 1938 conference of I. L. A., 
part of a larger system they could do what in Springfield, October 26-28. 
they do more easily and effectively. The Contest open to: 
larger taxing unit of the county is great 
enough to furnish adequate support for a 
‘ good library system at a minimum of cost 
oa to the taxpayers, and at the same time pro- l lati 
‘3 vide service for every one in the county. aus population. = 

ls With small independent libraries such as 2—Students from rural communities 

Pe we now have, we still have a large group of attending urban schools. 
people in the open country and small 
neighborhood without book service, while 
with the larger unit books are available to 
everyone. The county is the recognized 
unit for agricultural extension and for rural 
organization, and is said to be the smallest 


Time limit: 
Papers must be in not later than Sat- 
urday, October 15. Results will be an- 


1—Rural students who are doing one 
year or more of high school work in 
schools in communities of 5,000 or 


Prize: 
Trip to State capital (Springfield) in- 
cluding visit to New Salem Park near 
Petersburg. 
(Prize not to exceed $25.00.) 


effective political unit. Send the papers to: 
Can we bring Boards of Trustees of small Miss Bernice Wiedemann, Chairman 
libraries within a county together to discuss Public Relations Committee 
the possibility of combining for county- Illinois Library Association, 
wide service? Should such a meeting take Illinois State Library, 
place it could be made clear that no library Springfield, Illinois. 


would lose its identity in a county system 

and that the net result to each would be a — 

gain in income as the result of the larger 

taxing unit, and an enlarged area to serve. 
| 


Often, however, in certain parts of the 
State the natural unit would appear to be 
larger than a single county; it might indeed 
be composed of several counties combined 
to form a region or district. We then 
af would think of the agencies of library ex- 

tension which are to serve our rural areas 
as regional or district libraries rather than | 
as county libraries. The general principle 
of merging small units into larger groups is 
te being adapted in all fields today—in in- 
RS. dustry, (witness the automobile trade) in 

s, retail trade (witness the chain stores), in 
education (witness the consolidation of 
school districts), why not then in the 
library field? 


“Regional libraries,” “bookmobile,” and 
“rural library service” will become com- 
monplace phrases on the tongues of every 
Illinois boy and girl, man and woman in 
the future. To acquaint people with this 
possibility and influence them favorably 
before it becomes a reality, the Illinois 
Library Association is sponsoring a contest 
on “What Could Rural Area Library Serv- 
ice Contribute to Our Community?” 


The rules of the contest are given here: 
Write an essay of not less than 100 
words nor more than 500 words ex- 
plaining just how your community =e a 


THIS BULLETIN IS 
BEING SENT TO: 


Intered as second-class matter April 22, 1919, at the postoffice at Springfield, Illinois. 
Acceptance for mailing at special rate of postage provided for in Section 1103. Act of 


stober 3, 191 : 
October 9 (61441 ) 


| 
| | 


